[Osteosynthesis using a screwed plate in fractures of the mandibular condyle].
The surgical treatment of sub-condylar fractures allows rapid reestablishment of the bite, temporo-mandibular joint function and facial appearance. A pre-auricular approach is used involving dissection of the facial nerve and its upper branch. Surgical reduction is performed under direct vision. Fixation is via a plate with 4 screws. The condylar fragment needs to be large enough to accept at least two screws and hence this needs to be confirmed preoperatively by CT scan examination. In the adult we feel that fixation is indicated for low displaced sub-condylar fractures. We do not feel that surgery is indicated for recent trauma in children.